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Synopsis

A¢a -A“Masterly. . . . The complexities of MexicoA¢a —a,¢s ancient cultures are perceptively
presented and interpreted.A¢a —A+ A¢a -4 ¢Library Journal Michael D. CoeA¢a -4a,¢s Mexico has
long been recognized as the most readable and authoritative introduction to the regionA¢a -4,¢s
ancient civilizations. This companion to his best-selling The Maya has now been revised by
Professor Coe and Rex Koontz. The seventh edition incorporates new findings in a number of
disciplines. The solution to the long-standing puzzle of the origin of maize-farming has at last been
solved, and spectacular new discoveries shed light on MexicoA¢a -4,¢s earliest civilization, the
Olmec culture. At the great city of Teotihuacan, recent investigations in the earliest monumental
pyramid indicate the antiquity of certain sacrificial practices and the symbolism of the pyramid.
Expanded information on the Huastec region of the northeastern Gulf of Mexico is included, while
discoveries in the sacred precinct of the Aztec capital Tenochtitlan have led to a refined

understanding of the history and symbolism of this hallowed area. 182 illustrations, 20 in color
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Customer Reviews

A¢a -A“A must for anyone interested in archaeology and history.A¢a A - DIG

Michael D. Coe is Professor Emeritus of Anthropology at Yale University. His books include The
Maya, Mexico, Breaking the Maya Code, Angkor and the Khmer Civilization, andA A Reading the

Maya Glyphs. He lives in New Haven, Connecticut.Rex Koontz teaches art history at the University



of Houston and has written widely on ancient Mexican art, architecture, and aesthetics.

A lot of geology, landscape, diet, and other explanations. It's hard to write history and put it all the
pieces of the puzzle together, especially when a lot of the pieces are missing or are made up of a

couple opposing theories and perspectives. This book has a lot of info.

Finally, one book, one stream of thought related to the evolution of native history in central Mexico.
The pieces finally fit together for me! Interesting writing style, sensible and easy to read. What a

story!

A very good book on a very complex subject. Offers a wide picture of the numerous cultures that
populated precolumbian Mexico and at the same time is rich in details, perhaps too many. This book
is not easy to read for people not familiar with these sciences. It is well written and well organized. |
truly recommend it.

A bit dry, and it really condenses a lot of history into a relatively short narrative. However, it does
well for an initial survey of pre-colonial Mexican history. A notable exception, is the lack of info on
the Mayans, however they are covered in this books companion, so its forgivable.

I'm a nut for ancient civilization. Finding this book has great information.

Great book. Easy to understand and fascinating. Good to have factual info.

Very good.

Michael Coe has always been the top authority in this subject.
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